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continued, " Your task next Thursday will be to slip into
the %enana through my private entrance, and pretend to be
the doctor. You'll give the Rani her injection while
Jones is engaged with me* Instead of quinine, your
syringe'll be charged with a special poison which I can
supply. There's very little risk of discovery, because all
my servants'll know that Jones is in the palace."
" But what about Olga ? " asked Durrant, sick with
fear.
"I'm confident that Olga, even if present in the
Maharani's room, would be unable to penetrate your
disguise. If I thought any useful purpose'd be served,
I'd forbid Her Highness to be attended by Olga that
afternoon, and'd have the girl shut up. Such an order,
however, 'd only arouse suspicions, and probably prevent
the success of my plan."
"But I'll need a syringe and all the other medical
gadgets," said Durrant, trying to create difficulties.
To Durrant's dismay, the Raja replied, " I've thought
of them also. Simple methods are always the most
satisfactory. You'll use the doctor's own instruments."
" But how am I to get hold of them ? "
"There'll be no difficulty about that. When the
doctor has finished my injection, I'll take him to my
study, and while he and I are in conversation, his
instruments'11 be at your disposal."
" But------" said Durrant.
"I've thought of everything,'* returned the other.
" Please pay careful attention to what I say, for I'd like to
have your criticism of my plan. As I've already told you,
Dr. Jones'll arrive here on Thursday next at five
o'clock. When he comes, I'll conduct him to my bed-
toom, where he'll prepare his instruments for my
injection, and while he's doing so, I'll leave him, in order
to send away all the servants from my suite, and bolt the
outer door leading to the staircase. I'll instruct the ayah
at the %enana door to inform Her Highness that the